The popularity of this text is attested by the fact that this, the 5th edition, was necessitated after a lapse of but 3 years. Certain, but by no means major, revisions have been made in this edition. This text-book of twenty-four chapters is written in a simple, clear, and concise manner and is a good presentation of the fundamental facts Qf physiological chemistry. The author has made no effort to be verbose or to cover more than an outline of the available information. However, most of the latest developments in the field of physiological chemistry have been included. References are placed at the end of each chapter, and the usefulness of these references is enhanced by comments evaluating the review articles and individual papers to which reference is made. In an attempt to ensure accuracy, the author has asked various colleagues throughout the country to read and to criticize portions of the manuscript. The book is thus noteworthy for the lack of factual errors; it has benefited from the scrutiny of authoritative and competent investigators and experts without, at the same time, suffering from the more involved and detailed writing frequently observed in chapters of books written by a large number of specialized collaborators.
The book is devoted almost entirely to animal biochemistry, with a short chapter dealing with photosynthesis. No consideration is given to the chemistry of bacteria. The text is, therefore, suitable for medical and dental students, but its briefness and limited scope fail to present the complete story of biochemistry that might be essential for a college or a graduate course in biochemistry. The significance of this failing would be determined by the extent of the collateral reading accompanying use of this book. The appendix consists of tables showing the nutritive value of various foods. There is also a subject index.
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